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EXECUTIVE ORDER GA-15 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

The following are frequently asked questions regarding Governor Abbott’s 

Executive Order GA-15 and HHSC’s Guidance Letter 20-1007.  

 

Q.  What is HHSC’s role in implementing Executive Order GA-15? 

A.  Executive Order GA-15 directs all licensed health care professionals 

and all licensed health care facilities to postpone all surgeries and 

procedures that are not medically necessary to diagnose or correct a 

serious medical condition of, or to preserve the life of, a patient who 

without timely performance of the surgery or procedure would be at 

risk for serious adverse medical consequences or death, as determined 

by the patient’s physician. GA-15 provides two exemptions to this 

general prohibition. 

 

Please read Executive Order GA-15. 

 

The first exemption (the first bullet on page 2 of the order) carries 

forward the exemption made available under Executive Order GA-09. 

HHSC does not have a role in implementing that exemption. 

 

The second exemption (the second bullet on page 2) is new. Under the 

second exemption, surgeries and procedures may be performed in a 

licensed health care facility that has certified certain information 

specified by the order. As described in the order, HHSC’s role in 

implementing this exemption is to receive those certifications from 

licensed health care facilities. HHSC’s guidance letter - GL 20-1007 – 

describes the process a licensed health care facility must use to submit 

the certification described in GA-15. 

 

https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-15_hospital_capacity_COVID-19_TRANS_04-17-2020.pdf
https://hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/facilities-regulation/memos/gl-20-1007.pdf
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Q.   Who can use the second exemption provided in Executive Order 

GA-15? 

A.   Only a licensed health care facility may make the required 

certifications, in writing, to HHSC. The required certifications are: 

  

(1) that the facility will reserve at least 25% of its hospital capacity for 

treatment of COVID-19 patients, accounting for the range of clinical 

severity of COVID-19 patients; and  

 

(2) that the facility will not request any personal protective equipment 

from any public source, whether federal, state, or local, for the 

duration of the COVID-19 disaster. 

 

Q.  What if my licensed health care facility cannot make the 

required certifications for the second exemption? 

A. If your licensed health care facility cannot make the certifications 

required for the second exemption, your facility cannot use that 

exemption. Please refer to GA-15 for your options under the general 

prohibition and the first exemption. 

 

Q. What kind of beds should my facility include in the calculation 

of “25% of its hospital capacity” for the required certification? 

A.  Executive Order GA-15 finds that “a shortage of hospital capacity or 

personal protective equipment would hinder efforts to cope with the 

COVID-19 disaster.” In guarding against such a shortage, GA-15 does 

not qualify or limit the term “hospital capacity,” or distinguish between 

types of hospital beds. 

 

Q. What kind of personal protective equipment is covered by the 

required certification? 

A. Executive Order GA-15 finds that “a shortage of hospital capacity or 

personal protective equipment would hinder efforts to cope with the 

COVID-19 disaster.” In guarding against such a shortage, GA-15 does 

not qualify or limit the term “personal protective equipment,” or 

distinguish between types of personal protective equipment. 
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Q. How long does the certification about not requesting personal 

protective equipment from any public source apply?  

A. A licensed health care facility that submits a certification must certify 

“that it will not request any personal protective equipment from any 

public source, whether federal, state, or local, for the duration of the 

COVID-19 disaster.” 

 

Q. Can one certification be submitted on behalf of multiple 

licensed health care facilities? 

A. One certification may be submitted on behalf of multiple licensed 

health care facilities, if signed by the individual with authority to bind 

each of the facilities. The certification must identify each of the 

facilities as described in GL 20-1007. 


