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March 29, 2019 

 

 

The Honorable Bobby Guerra 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Texas 78768 

 

Re: Support for HB 2299 

 

Dear Representative Guerra: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Texas Orthopaedic Association (TOA) to provide provide support for HB 2299. TOA is 

a volunteer organization of over 1,400 Texas orthopaedic surgeons that was founded in 1936 to ensure outstanding 

musculoskeletal care for Texans. Hundreds of TOA’s members serve as team physicians for professional, college, and 

high school sports teams in Texas. 

 

Why HB 2299 Is Important 

Physicians are typically licensed by their home state. Therefore, a team physician who is traveling with her Oklahoma-

based team, for example, to Texas for a sporting event is only licensed to practice in Texas if the state of Texas 

recognizes her Oklahoma medical license. 

 

The Texas Medical Board (TMB) approved a 2018 rule that recognizes out-of-state medical licenses for team 

physicians in relation to their work associated with their team while in Texas for the sporting event. As a result, out-

of-state team physicians are currently covered when they travel to Texas for work associated with a sporting event. 

However, Texas is the only state that has the protection in a rule and not in statute. As a result, HB 2299 is important 

so that the out-of-state team protection provision join the dozens of other states that have the protection in statute. 

 

The graphic on the following page demonstrates the increasing number of states are passing legislation to protect out-

of-state team physicians. The Texas Legislature’s action will encourage the remaining states to pass similar measures 

so that Texas’ team physicians are protected when they travel with our state’s teams to other states. 

 

Thanks again for your support of HB 2299.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Bruggeman, MD 

President 

Texas Orthopaedic Association 
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Source: American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons. Red indicates states that have passed team physician 

legislation. Blue indicates states that have pending legislation.  

 

 


